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Abstract : In the endeavour of connecting culture to stories, textile to narratives and people to material, authors analyse the
impact of narratives in two popular Indian textiles namely - Mata Ni Pachedi and Pabuji Ki Phad. These textiles narrate
people’s tale or Folk tale. Each textile has a style or format in which the story is told (and it is visual). Mata Ni Pachedi, when
translated into the English language literally means behind the mother goddess. Mata Ni Pachedi is an Indian textile from the
province of Gujarat which constitutes an entire temple of the goddess, with the idol herself in it. On the other hand, Pabuji ki
Phad is scroll painting of folk deities of Rajasthan, narrated by Bhopas (the Priest singers of Rajasthan). These textiles narrate
stories of ordinary people with extraordinary courage, of social reform, and people’s belief in the divine. Authors take to task
their years of craft-cluster study conducted in the past and use existing literature to map their journey in the preliminary phase
of research. And then carried out an ethnographic study by visiting the origins of these textiles in Rajasthan and Gujrat (in
India), met artisans and their families who are still practicing these dying art form, in order to understand the format and
impact of textile story-telling. This research paper talks about the narrative in Indian textiles; the stories in them, artisans and
their life as metaphorical representations of the People in Mata Ni Pachedi and Pabuji Ki Phad.
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