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Abstract : Heritage management planning is increasingly important throughout the international context, particularly in the
developing countries. Jordan has important and unique heritage resources due to its natural topography and climate, but also
to its history and old sites. A high number of these archaeological sites are in very good state of preservation. Most natural
sites and resources are privately managed while archaeological heritage sites are publicly managed within national legal texts
and with some referencing to international legal documents. This study examines the development of cultural heritage
management in Jarash, and questions if this heritage has been managed in an appropriate manner. The purpose of this paper is
to define and review the stakeholders in charge of the management of the archaeological site of Jarash, the legal texts, laws
and documents adopted to apply the site management. Relations and coordination between stakeholders and the challenge of
the planning process is also the focus of this paper. A review of pertinent academic, technical studies, reports and projects
literature pertaining to the heritage management planning in general and related to the site of Jarash in particular coupled
with field study of the site served as the background of the information base for the study. Current context of actors, legislative
framework, planning policies and initiatives for the site of Jarash reveal important and continuous challenge for managing the
site. Recommendations suggest reviewing and restructuring the entity responsible of the sites management. It is also
recommended to review their applied policies and a redevelopment of the legislative frame work.
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