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Abstract : Building defect and failure are common phenomena in the Nigerian construction industry. The activities of the
inexperienced  labor  force  in  the  Nigerian  construction  industry  have  tarnished  the  image  of  practicing  construction
professionals in recent past. Defects and collapse can cause unnecessary expenditure, delays, loss of lives, property and left
many people injured. They are also generating controversies among parties involved. Also, if this situation is left unanswered
and untreated, it will lead to more serious problems in the future upcoming construction projects in Nigeria. Quite a number of
factors are responsible for collapse of high-rise, reinforced concrete buildings in Nigeria. Government, professional bodies and
stakeholders are asking countless questions as to who should be responsible and how solutions could be proffered. Therefore
this study is aimed to identify the contributing factors to high-rise buildings defects and failures in Nigeria, which frequently
occur in construction project in order to minimize time and cost and also the roles of professionals and other participants play
in the industry in terms of the use of building materials, placement and curing of concrete, modification in the use of a
building, collapse of building induced by fire and other causes. The data is collected from questionnaire from various players in
construction industry in Nigeria. This study is succeeds in identifying the causes of building failure and also suggesting
possible measures to be taken by government and other regulatory bodies in the building industry to avert this and also
improve the effectiveness of managing appraisal process of failures and defects in the future.
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