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Abstract : Intimate partner violence is a serious social problem that affects a million women worldwide and impacts their
health and wellbeing. Some risk factors for intimate partner violence against women (e.g., disobeying or arguing with a
partner, women's age, education, and employment) are similar in many countries, both developed and developing. However,
one of the principal and most significant contributors to women’s vulnerability to violence perpetrated by their intimate
partners is the witnessing of interparental aggression in the family of origin. Witnessing interparental violence may lead to
acceptance of intimate partner violence as a normal way to resolve conflicts. Thus, utilization of violence becomes the
behavioral model: men who witnessed the parental violence are more likely to employ physical violence against their female
partners whereas women who observed their fathers beating their mothers learn to tolerate aggressive behavior and become
victims of domestic violence themselves. Taking into consideration the importance of this subject matter, the association
between witnessing intimate partner violence in family-of-origin and experience of intimate partner violence in adulthood
requires further attention. The objective of this research is to analyze and compare the prevalence of intimate partner violence
in ten developing countries in different regions, namely: Mali, Haiti, Jordan, Peru, the Philippines, Pakistan, Cambodia, Egypt,
the Dominican Republic and Nigeria. Specifically, this research asks whether witnessing interparental violence in a family of
origin is associated with the woman’s experience of intimate partner violence during adulthood and to what extent this factor
varies among the countries under investigation. This study contributes to the literature on domestic violence against women,
prevalence and experience of intimate partner violence against women in developing countries, and the risk factors, using
recently collected, nationally representative population-based data from above-mentioned countries. The data used in this
research are derived from the demographic and health surveys conducted in the ten mentioned above countries from
2013-2016. These surveys are cross-sectional, nationally representative surveys of ever-married or cohabitating women of
reproductive age and the good source of high quality and comprehensive information about women, their children, partners,
and households. To complete this analysis, multivariate logistic regression was run for each of the countries, and the results
are presented with odds ratios, in order to highlight the effect of witnessing intimate partner violence controlling for other
factors. The results of this study indicated that having witnessed partner violence in a family of origin significantly (by
50-500%) increases the likelihood of experiencing later abuse for respondents in all countries. This finding provides robust
support for the intergenerational transmission of violence theory that explains the link between interparental aggression and
intimate partner violence in subsequent relationships in adulthood as a result of a learned model of behavior observed in
childhood. Furthermore, it was found that some of the control variables (e.g., education, number of children, and wealth) are
associated with intimate partner violence in some countries under investigation while are not associated with male partner’s
abusive behavior in some other, which may be explained by specific cultural and economic factors.
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