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Abstract : Mobile learning (m-learning) has been applied in the education field not only because it is an alternative to web-
based learning but also it possesses the ‘anytime, anywhere’ learning features. However, most studies focus on the technology-
related  issue,  such  as  usability  and  functionality  instead  of  addressing  m-learning  from  the  motivational  perspective.
Accordingly, the main purpose of the current paper is to integrate critical factors from different motivational theories and
related findings to have a better understand the catalysts of an individual’s learning motivation toward m-learning. The main
research question for this study is stated as follows: based on different motivational perspectives, what factors of applying
mobile  devices  as  medium  can  facilitate  people’s  learning  motivations?  Self-Determination  Theory  (SDT),  Uses  and
Gratification Theory (UGT), Malone and Lepper’s taxonomy of intrinsic motivation theory, and different types of motivation
concepts were discussed in the current paper. In line with the review of relevant studies, three motivating factors with five
essential elements are proposed. The first key factor is autonomy. Learning on one’s own path and applying personalized
format are two critical elements involved in the factor of autonomy. The second key factor is to apply a build-in instant
feedback  system  during  m-learning.  The  third  factor  is  creating  an  interaction  system,  including  communication  and
collaboration spaces. These three factors can enhance people’s learning motivations when applying mobile devices as medium
toward learning. To sum up, in the currently proposed paper, with different motivational perspectives to discuss the m-learning
is different from previous studies which are simply focused on the technical or functional design. Supported by different
motivation  theories,  researchers  can  clearly  understand  how the  mobile  devices  influence  people’s  leaning  motivation.
Moreover, instructional designers and educators can base on the proposed factors to build up their unique and efficient m-
learning environments.
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