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Abstract : This study was conducted to examine the income diversification of smallholder farmers in Bosso Local Government
area of Niger state, Nigeria. The specific objectives were to examine the socio-economic characteristics of the farmers, identify
the sources of income among the farmers, determine the pattern of income diversification and evaluate the determinants of
income diversification of farmers in the study area. A multi-stage sampling technique was used to select 94 respondents for the
study. Primary data were used, and these were collected with aid of a well structured interview schedule. Descriptive statistics,
diversity index, and Tobit regression model were employed to analyze the data. The mean age of the farmers was 44 years. The
average household size was 8 members per household, and the average farming experience was 12 years. 21.27 percent did
not have formal education. It was further found that 69.1 percent of the respondents had an income diversity index of 0.3-0.4.
This indicated that their level of income diversification was moderately low. The determinants of income diversification in the
study area were education, household size, marital status, and primary income. These variables were positively related to
income diversification. The study revealed that diversification into various income sources has helped to increase household
income to sustain the family demands even though their level of income diversification was low within the study area.
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