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Abstract : The purpose of the research was to design costumes based on historic colors used by artists during the seventeenth
century. The researcher investigated European art, primarily paintings and portraiture, as well as the color palettes used by
the artists. The methodology examined the artists, their work, the color palettes used in their work, and the practices of color
usage within their palettes. By examining portraits of historic figures, as well as paintings of ordinary scenes, subjects, and
people, further information about color palettes was revealed. Related to the color palettes, was the use of ‘broken colors’
which was a relatively new practice, dating from the sixteenth century. The color palettes used by the artists of the seventeenth
century had their limitations due to available pigments. With an examination of not only their artwork, and with a closer look at
their palettes, the researcher discovered the exciting choices they made, despite those restrictions. The research was also
initiated with the historical elements of the era’s clothing, as well as that of available materials and dyes. These dyes were also
limited in much the same manner as the pigments which the artist had at their disposal. The color palettes of the paintings
have much to tell us about the lives, status, conditions, and relationships from the past. From this research, informed decisions
regarding color choices for a production on a contemporary stage of a period piece could then be made. The designer’s choices
were a historic gesture to the colors which might have been worn by the character’s real-life counterparts of the era.
Keywords : broken color palette, costume color research, costume design, costume history, seventeenth century color palette,
sixteenth century color palette
Conference Title : ICCDTF 2018 : International Conference on Costume Design, Theatre and Fashion
Conference Location : New York, United States
Conference Dates : June 03-04, 2018

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:12, No:06, 2018

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:1
2,

 N
o:

06
, 2

01
8 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/8
74

51
.p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 12(06) 2018 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/87451.pdf

