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Abstract : The perceived link between the city and the countryside is evolving rapidly and is getting shifted away from the
assumptions of mainstream paradigms to new conceptual networks where rural-urban links are being redefined. In this
conceptual field, the fringe interface is still considered as a transitional zone between city and countryside, and is defined as a
diffused area rather than a discrete territory. In developing countries fringe areas are said to have both rural and urban
characteristics but are devoid of basic municipal facilities. Again, when the urban core areas envelopes the fringe areas along
with it the character of fringe changes but services are not well facilitated which in turn results to uneven growth, rapid and
haphazard development. One of the major services present in fringe areas is inter-linkages in terms of transit corridors.
Planning for the appropriate and sustainable future of fringe areas requires a sheer focus on these corridors pertaining to
transit facility, for better accessibility and mobility. Inducing a transit facility plan enhances the various facilities and also
increases their proximity for user groups. The study focuses on the western fringe region of Kolkata metropolis which is a
major source of industrial hub and housing sector, thus converting the agricultural lands into non-agricultural use. The study
emphasizes on providing transit facilities both physical (stops, sheds, terminals, etc.) and operational (ticketing system, route
prioritization, integration of transit modes, etc.), to facilitate the region as well as accelerate the growth pattern systematically.
Hence, the scope of this work is on the basis of prevailing conditions in fringe areas and attempts for an effective transit facility
plan. The strategies and recommendations are in terms of road widening, service coverage, feeder route prioritization, bus
stops facilitation, pedestrian facilities, etc, which in turn enhances the region’s growth pattern. Thus, this context of transit
facility planning acts as a catalytic agent to avoid the future unplanned growth and accelerates it towards an integrated
development.
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