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Abstract : Urban boundaries often result in a controversial limit between countryside and city in Europe. This territory is
normally defined by the very limited land uses and the abundance of open space. The dimension and dynamics of peri-
urbanization in the last decades have increased this land stock, which has influenced/impacted in several factors in terms of
economic costs (maintenance, transport), ecological disturbances of the territory and changes in inhabitant´s behaviour. In an
increasingly urbanised world and a growing urban population, cities also face challenges such as Climate Change. In this
context,  new  near-future  corrective  trends  including  circular  economies  for  local  food  supply  or  decentralised  waste
management became key strategies towards more sustainable urban models. Those new solutions need to be planned and
implemented considering the potential conflict with current land uses. The city of Vitoria-Gasteiz (Basque Country, Spain) has
triplicated land consumption per habitant in 10 years, resulting in a vast extension of low-density urban type confronting rural
land and threatening agricultural uses, landscape and urban sustainability. Urban planning allows managing and optimum use
allocation based on soil vocation and socio-ecosystem needs, while peri-urban space arises as an opportunity for developing
different uses which do not match either within the compact city,  not  in open agricultural  lands,  such as medium-size
agrocomposting systems or biomass plants. Therefore, a qualitative multi-criteria methodology has been developed for Vitoria-
Gasteiz city to assess the spatial definition of peri-urban land. Therefore, a qualitative multi-criteria methodology has been
developed for Vitoria-Gasteiz city to assess the spatial definition of peri-urban land. Climate change and circular economy were
identified as frameworks where to determine future land, soil vocation and urban planning requirements which eventually
become estimations of required local food and renewable energy supply along with alternative waste management system´s
implementation.  By means of  it,  it  has  been developed an urban planning proposal  which overcomes urban-non urban
dichotomy in Vitoria-Gasteiz.  The proposal  aims to enhance rural  system and improve urban sustainability  performance
through the normative recognition of an agricultural peri-urban belt.
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