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Abstract : The background of this research is the international process of control and monitoring of illicit psychoactive
substances that has commenced in the early 20th century. This process was intensified with the UN Single Convention on
Narcotic Drugs of 1961 and had its culmination in the 1970s with the "War on drugs", a doctrine undertaken by the United
States of America. Since then, the phenomenon of drug prohibition has been pushing debates around alternatives of public
policies to confront their consequences at a global level and in the specific context of Latin America. Previous research has
answered the following key questions: a) With what characteristics and models has the international illicit drug control system
consolidated in Latin America with the creation of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the Inter-American Drug
Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)? b) What drug policies and programs were determined as guidelines for the member states
by the OAS and CICAD? The present paper mainly addresses the analysis of the drug strategies developed by the OAS/CICAD
for the Americas from 2004 to 2016. The primary sources have been extracted from the OAS/CICAD documents and reports,
listed on the Internet sites of these organizations. Secondary sources refer to bibliographic research on the subject with the
following descriptors: illicit drugs, public policies, international organizations, OAS, CICAD, and reducing the demand and
supply of illicit drugs. The "content analysis" technique was used to organize the collected material and to choose the axes of
analysis. The results show that the policies, strategies, and action plans for Latin America had been focused on anti-drug
actions since the creation of the Commission until 2010. The discourses and policies to reduce drug demand and supply were of
great importance for solving the problem. However, the real focus was on eliminating the substances by controlling the
production, marketing, and distribution of illicit drugs. Little attention was given to the users and their families. The research
is of great relevance to the Social Work. The guidelines and parameters of the Social Worker's profession are in line with the
need for social, ethical, and political strengthening of any dimension that guarantees the rights of users of psychoactive
substances. In addition, it contributed to the understanding of the political, economic, social, and cultural factors that structure
the prohibitionism, whose matrix anchors the deprivation of rights and violence.
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