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Abstract : The twenty-first century revealed an accelerating change and intensifying complexity of communication technology.
Online social networking engines have gained astounding recognition worldwide. The influence of those social media platforms
on dentistry and dental students is not well established. Therefore, this study aimed to evaluate the impact of using social
media on professional and profile level among dental students in Saudi Arabia. A cross-sectional study developed via online
questionnaire concerning on social media usage and its effect on professional and profile level of dental students and dental
interns from several universities in Saudi Arabia. A total of 296 dental students and dental interns in Saudi Arabia responded to
the questionnaire. Ninety-eight percent of the participants usually use the social media on a regular basis. Most social media
sites used among the participants were Snapchat, Instagram, and YouTube by 85%, 81%, 77% respectively. Forty-one percent
of the participants agreed that using social media in the dental field is a necessity nowadays. Thirty-eight percent of
participants agreed that using social media is an easy way to gain a reliable knowledge, while 43% agreed that social media
will improve the quality of healthcare. Furthermore, 65% of the students deemed using social media for academic purposes will
improve their performance. Fifty-five percent of the respondents often use social media tools to obtain information about
subject or procedures related to the dental field. Regarding profile reputation of dental students, 40% of the respondents
agreed that their profile information published on social networking websites, could be used by others to judge their level of
professionalism. Male and female dental students both agreed that their reputation would be adversely affected by 37%,63%,
respectively, if their social networking activity were viewed by members of the public. The discrepancy among student levels
reveals that social media profile positively influence the acceptance to postgraduate programs (P= 0.01).
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