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Abstract : Over the years, Nigeria’s educational system has greatly suffered from the menace of industrial conflict. The
smooth running of the nation’s public educational institutions has been hampered by incessant strikes embarked upon by
workers of these institutions. Even though industrial conflicts in Nigeria have enjoyed wide reportage in the media, there has
been a dearth of critical examination of the language use that index the conflict’s discourse in the media. This study which is
driven by a combination of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and Conceptual Metaphor (CM) examines the discursive and
ideological features of language indexing the industrial conflict between the Academic Staff Union of Universities (ASUU) and
the Federal Government of Nigeria (FGN) in 2013. It aims to identify and assess the conceptual and cognitive motivations of
the stances expressed by the parties and the public and the role of the media in the management and resolution of the conflict.
For data, media reports and readers’ comments were purposively sampled from six print and online news sources (The Punch,
This Day, Vanguard, The Nation, Osun Defender and AITonline) published between July and December 2013. The study
provides further insight into industrial conflict and proves to be useful for the management and resolution of industrial
conflicts especially in our public educational institutions.
Keywords : industrial conflict, critical discourse analysis, conceptual metaphor, federal government of Nigeria, academic staff
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