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Abstract : In parallel with increasing inclusive practice for pupils with vision impairments, the role of specialist teachers who
have specialized in the area of vision impairment has dramatically changed in recent years. This study, therefore, aims to
provide a holistic perspective towards the distinctive role of specialist teachers of pupils with vision impairments in different
educational settings (including mainstream settings, special school settings, etc.) in Turkey and England. Within the scope of
the study, semi-structured interviews have been conducted with 17 specialist teachers in Turkey and 14 specialist teachers in
England in order to reveal the perception of specialist teachers regarding their roles in different educational settings as well as
their perception towards their pre-service training. As this study is a part of an ongoing PhD research, the qualitative data
through semi-structured interviews will be analyzed through using Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems theory as a theoretical
framework in order to provide a holistic view regarding the role of specialist teachers particularly in facilitating curriculum
access for pupils with vision impairments in England and Turkey. However, the initial findings broadly illustrate that specialist
teachers who work in special  school  settings have different understanding regarding their  roles compared to specialist
teachers who work in mainstream settings in relation to promoting independence for pupils with vision impairments. The initial
findings also imply that specialist teachers in England and Turkey have different perception about their roles in relation to
providing specialist advice and guidance for families of pupils. With the completion of the analysis of the study, it is hoped that
the findings will provide an insight into the role of specialist teachers in order to provide implication for programmes which
prepare specialist teachers of pupils with vision impairments.
Keywords : curriculum access, pupils with vision impairments, specialist teachers, special education
Conference Title : ICSECD 2018 : International Conference on Special Education and Child Development
Conference Location : Rome, Italy
Conference Dates : May 03-04, 2018

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Educational and Pedagogical Sciences

Vol:12, No:05, 2018

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
du

ca
tio

na
l a

nd
 P

ed
ag

og
ic

al
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

2,
 N

o:
05

, 2
01

8 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/8

67
53

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 12(05) 2018 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/86753.pdf

