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Abstract : The objectives of this study are to investigate the flood disaster management capacity of communities in Ubon
Ratchathani province, Thailand, and to recommend the sustainable flood management approaches of communities in Ubon
Ratchathani province, Thailand. The selected population consisted of the community leaders and committees, the executives of
local administrative organizations, and the head of Ubon Ratchathani provincial office of disaster prevention and mitigation.
The data was collected by in-depth interview, focus group, and observation. The data was analyzed and classified in order to
determine the communities’ capacity in flood disaster management. The results revealed that communities’ capacity were as
follows, before flood disaster, the community leaders held a meeting with the community committees in order to plan disaster
response and determined evacuation routes, and the villagers moved their belongings to higher places and prepared vehicles
for evacuation. During flood disaster, the communities arranged motorboats for transportation and villagers evacuated to a
temporary evacuation center. Moreover, the communities asked for survival bags, motorboats, emergency toilets, and drinking
water from the local administrative organizations and the 22nd Military Circle. After flood disaster, the villagers cleaned and
fixed  their  houses  and  also  collaborated  in  cleaning  the  temple,  school,  and  other  places  in  the  community.  The
recommendation  approaches  for  sustainable  flood  disaster  management  consisted  of  structural  measures,  such  as  the
establishment of reservoirs and building higher houses, and non-structural measures such as raising awareness and fostering
self-reliance, establishing disaster management plans, rehearsal of disaster response procedures every year, and transferring
disaster knowledge among younger generations. Moreover, local administrative organizations should formulate strategic plans
that focus on disaster management capacity building at the community level, particularly regarding non-structural measures.
Ubon  Ratchathani  provincial  offices  of  disaster  prevention  and  mitigation  should  continually  monitor  and  evaluate  the
outcomes of community based disaster risk management program, including allocating more flood disaster management-
related resources among local administrative organizations and communities.
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