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Abstract : Interpreting in the setting of diverse language and multicultural congregants, is often understood as integrating the
content of the message. Preaching, similar to any communication, takes seriously people’s multiple contexts. The one who
provides the best insight into understanding “the other”, traditionally speaking could be an interpreter in a multilingual
context. Nonetheless, there are reflections in the loss of spiritual communication, translation and interpretive dialogue. No
matter how eloquent the preacher is, an interpreter can make or mere the sermon (speech). The sermon that the preacher
preaches is not always the one the congregation hears from the interpreter. In other occurrences, however, interpreting can
lead not only to distort messages but also to dissatisfied audiences and preacher being overshadowed by the pranks of the
interpreter.  Using qualitative  methodology,  this  paper  explores  the  challenges  and the  conventional  assumptions  about
preachers’  interpreter  as  influenced by spirituality,  culture,  and language in  empirical  and theoretical  perspectives.  An
emphasis on the bias translation and the basis of reality that suppresses or devalues the spiritual communication is examined.
The result indicates that interpretation of the declaration of guilt,  history of congregation, spirituality, attitudes, morals,
customs, specific practices of a preacher, education, and the environment form an entangled and misinterpretation. The article
concludes by re-examining these qualities and rearticulating them into a preliminary theory for practice, as distinguished from
theory, which could possibly enhance the development of more sustainable multilingual interpretation in the South African
Pentecostal churches.
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