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Abstract : Deaf students in Turkey generally do not have access to foreign language classes. However, the knowledge of
foreign languages, especially English, is important for them to access knowledge and other opportunities in the globalizing
world. In addition, learning any language including foreign languages is a basic linguistic human right. This study applies
critical discourse analysis to examine language ideologies, perceptions of deafness and current language and education policies
used for deaf education in Turkey. The findings show that representation of deafness as a disability in policy documents,
ignorance the role of sign languages in education and lack of policies that support foreign language education for the deaf may
result in inaccessibility of foreign language education for deaf students in Turkey. The paper concludes with recommendations
for policymakers, practitioners, and advocates for the deaf.
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