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Abstract : Understanding SME leaders’ responses to climate is essential to cope with ongoing changes in temperature and
rainfall. This study analyzes the response of SME leaders to the adverse effects of climate change in semi-arid lands (SAL) in
Senegal. Based on surveys administrated to 161 SME leaders, this research shows that 91% of economic units are affected by
climatic conditions, although 70% do not have a plan to deal with climate risks. Economic actors have striven to take measures
to adapt. However, their efforts are limited by various obstacles accentuated by a lack of support from public authorities. In
doing so, substantial political, institutional and financial efforts at national and local levels are needed to promote an enabling
environment for economic actors to adapt. This will focus on information and training about the threats and opportunities
related to global warming, the creation of an adaptation support fund to support local initiatives and the improvement of the
institutional, regulatory and political framework.
Keywords : small and medium-sized enterprises, climate change, adaptation, semi-arid lands
Conference Title : ICCCGW 2018 : International Conference on Climate Change and Global Warming
Conference Location : Paris, France
Conference Dates : October 29-30, 2018

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Environmental and Ecological Engineering

Vol:12, No:10, 2018

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l a
nd

 E
co

lo
gi

ca
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:1
2,

 N
o:

10
, 2

01
8 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/8
65

99
.p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 12(10) 2018 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/86599.pdf

