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Abstract : In South Africa, the High School Mathematics Curriculum provides teachers with specific aims and skills to be
developed which involves the understanding about the measures of central tendency. The exploration begins with the
definitions of statistical literacy, measurement of central tendency and a discussion on why statistical literacy is essential
today. It furthermore discusses the statistical literacy basics involved in understanding the concepts of measures of central
tendency. The statistical literacy test on the measures of central tendency, was used to collect data which was administered to
78 first year students direct from high schools. The results indicated that students seemed to have forgotten about the
statistical literacy in understanding the concepts of measure of central tendency after completing their high school study. The
authors present inferences regarding the alignment between statistical literacy and the understanding of the concepts about
the measures of central tendency, leading to the conclusion that there is a need to provide in-service and pre-service training.
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