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Abstract : The primary objective of this paper is to provide a view in the interpretation of the revitalization of heritage
buildings. This objective is achieved by analyzing the concept of interpretation that is oriented in the perspective of law, urban
spatial planning, and stakeholder perspective, and then develops the theoretical framework of interpretation in the cultural
resources management through issues of identity, heritage as a process, and authenticity in heritage. The revitalization of
heritage buildings with the interpretation of these three issues is that interpretation can be used as a communication process
to express the meaning and relation of heritage to the community so as to avoid the conflict that will arise and develop as a
result of different perspectives of stakeholders. Using case studies in Indonesia, this study focuses on the revitalization of
heritage sites in the National Gallery of Indonesia (GNI). GNI is a cultural institution that uses several historical buildings that
have been designated as heritage and have not been designated as a heritage according to the regulations applicable in
Indonesia, in carrying out its function as the center of Indonesian art development and art museums. The revitalization of
heritage buildings is taken as a step to meet space needs in running the current GNI function. In the revitalization master plan,
there are physical interventions on the building of heritage and the removal of some historic buildings which will then be built
new buildings at that location. The research matrix was used to map out the main elements of the study (the concept of GNI
revitalization, heritage as identity, heritage as a process, and authenticity in the heritage). Expert interviews and document
studies are the main tools used in collecting data. Qualitative data is then analyzed through content analysis and template
analysis. This study identifies the significance of historic buildings (heritage buildings and buildings not defined as heritage) as
an important value of history, architecture, education, and culture. The significance becomes the basis for revisiting the
revitalization master plan which is then reviewed according to applicable regulations and the spatial layout of Jakarta. The
interpretation that is built is (1) GNI is one of the elements of the embodiment of the National Cultural Center in the context of
the region, where there are National Monument, National Museum and National Library in the same area, so the heritage not
only gives identity to the past culture but the culture of current community; (2) The heritage should be seen as a dynamic
cultural process towards the cultural change of community, where heritage must develop along with the urban development, so
that the heritage buildings can remain alive and side by side with modern buildings but still  observe the principles of
preservation of heritage; (3) The authenticity of heritage should be able to balance the cultural heritage conservation approach
with urban development, where authenticity can serve as a 'Value Transmitter' so that authenticity can be used to evaluate,
preserve and manage heritage buildings by considering tangible and intangible aspects.
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