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Abstract : This study deals with the women’s right to land for gender equality. Economic Transformation Initiative, Gilgit-
Baltistan (ETI-GB), an ambitious program supported by International Fund for Agricultural Development United Nation (IFAD,
UN), aims to strengthen land reforms process in disputed area of Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) Pakistan, that is taking place first time in
the history. This project is a brick to build the foundation of land reforms and land policies in GB. The ETI-GB provides
substantive support to government of GB in developing policy measures and initiatives to promote women’s right to have and
to own land is kind of unconventional step in a very traditional society. It would be interesting to have discussion and document
the people’s response regarding this project. The study has used mixed method for data collection. For qualitative data, content
analysis is used to have a thorough understanding of different types of land reforms across the globe particularly in South Asia.
Theoretical understanding of the literature is essential which provides the basis why land reforms are important and how far it
plays an important role when it comes to eliminating inequality. Focused group discussion was carried out for verification and
triangulation of data. For quantitative, survey was conducted to take responses from the people of the region and analyzed.
The program is implemented in Ghizer district of GB. 2340 households were identified as beneficiaries of newly developed
land. Among them, 2285 were men households, and 55 were women households. There is a significant difference between men
and women households. In spite of great difference, it is a great achievement of the donor that in history of GB, first time
women are going to be entitled to land ownership. GB is a patriarchal society, many social factors like cultural, religious play
role for gender inequality. In developing countries, such as Pakistan, the awareness of land property rights has not been given
proper attention to gender equality development frameworks. It is argued that land property rights of women have not been
taken  into  mainstream policymaking  in  the  development  of  nation  building  process.  Consequently,  this  has  generated
deprivation of women’s property rights, low income level, lack of education and poor health. This paper emphasises that there
should have proper land property right of women in Gilgit-Baltistan Pakistan, provided that the gender empowerment could be
increased in terms of women’s property rights.
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