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Abstract : Background: In 2016, yellow fever had been first ever discovered in China, soon after the yellow fever epidemic
occurred in Angola.  After the discovery,  China had promptly made the national  protocol  of  control  and prevention and
strengthened the surveillance on passenger and vector. In this study, a descriptive analysis was conducted to summarize
China’s experiences of response towards this import epidemic, in the hope of providing experiences on prevention and control
of yellow fever and other similar imported infectious diseases in the future. Methods: The imported cases were discovered and
reported by General Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine (AQSIQ) and several hospitals. Each
clinically diagnosed yellow fever case was confirmed by real-time reverse transcriptase polymerase chain reaction (RT–PCR).
The data of the imported yellow fever cases were collected by local Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) through
field investigations soon after they received the reports. Results: A total of 11 imported cases from Angola were reported in
China, during Angola’s yellow fever outbreak. Six cases were discovered by the AQSIQ, among which two with mild symptom
were initiative declarations at the time of entry. Except for one death, the remaining 10 cases all had recovered after timely
and proper treatment. All cases are Chinese, and lived in Luanda, the capital of Angola. 73% were retailers (8/11) from Fuqing
city in Fujian province, and the other three were labors send by companies. 10 cases had experiences of medical treatment in
Luanda after onset,  among which 8 cases visited the same local Chinese medicine hospital  (China Railway four Bureau
Hospital). Among the 11 cases, only one case had an effective vaccination. The result of emergency surveillance for mosquito
density showed that only 14 containers of water were found positive around places of three cases, and the Breteau Index is 15.
Conclusions: Effective response was taken to control and prevent the outbreak of yellow fever in China after discovering the
imported cases. However, though the similar origin of Chinese in Angola has provided an easy access for disease detection,
information sharing, health education and vaccination on yellow fever; these conveniences were overlooked during previous
disease  prevention  methods.  Besides,  only  one  case  having  effective  vaccination  revealed  the  inadequate  capacity  of
immunization service in China. These findings will provide suggestions to improve China’s capacity to deal with not only yellow
fever but also other similar imported diseases in China.
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