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Abstract : Background: Department of Physiology finds difficulty in managing ‘subjects’ in practical procedure. To avoid this
difficulty fellow examinees of other group may be used as subjects. Objective: To find out the merits and demerits of using
fellow examinees as subjects in the practical procedure. Method: This cross-sectional descriptive study was conducted in the
Department of Physiology, Noakhali Medical College, Bangladesh during May-June’14. Forty-two 1st year undergraduate
medical students from a selected public medical college of Bangladesh were enrolled for the study purposively. Consent of
students and authority was taken. Eighteen of them were selected as subjects and designated as subject-examinees. Other
fellow examinees (non-subject) examined their blood pressure and pulse as part of ‘observed structured practical examination’
(OSPE). The opinion of all examinees regarding the merits and demerits of using fellow examinee as subjects in the practical
procedure was recorded. Result: Examinees stated that they could perform their practical procedure without nervousness
(24/42, 57.14%), accurately and comfortably (14/42, 33.33%) and subjects were made available without wasting time (2/42,
4.76%). Nineteen students (45.24%) found no disadvantage and 2 (4.76%) felt embracing when the subject was of opposite sex.
The subject-examinees narrated that they could learn from the errors done by their fellow examinee (11/18, 61.1%). 75% non-
subject examinees expressed their willingness to be subject so that they can learn from their fellows’ error. Conclusion: Using
fellow examinees as subjects is beneficial for both the non-subject and subject examinees. Funding sources: Navana, Beximco,
Unihealth, Square & Acme Pharma, Bangladesh Ltd.
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