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Abstract : During the last 10 years, in spite of the economic crisis, the number of tourists arriving in Greece has increased,
particularly during the tourist season from April to October. In this paper, the number of annual tourist arrivals is studied to
explore their preferences with regard to the month of travel, the selected destinations, as well the amount of money spent. The
collected data are processed with statistical methods, yielding numerical and graphical results. From the computation of
statistical parameters and the forecasting with exponential smoothing, useful conclusions are arrived at that can be used by the
Greek tourism authorities, as well as by tourist organizations, for planning purposes for the coming years. The results of this
paper and the computed forecast can also be used for decision making by private tourist enterprises that are investing in
Greece. With regard to the statistical methods, the method of Simple Exponential Smoothing of time series of data is employed.
The  search  for  a  best  forecast  for  2017  and  2018  provides  the  value  of  the  smoothing  coefficient.  For  all  statistical
computations and graphics Microsoft Excel is used.
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