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Abstract : Patients have often chosen to travel for care — making pilgrimages to academic meccas and state-of-the-art
hospitals for sophisticated surgery. This culture is still persistent in the landscape of US healthcare, with hundred thousand of
visitors coming to the shores of United States to seek the high quality of medical care. One of the major challenges in this form
of medical  tourism has been the language barrier.  Thus,  an Iraqi  patient,  with immediate needs of  communicating the
healthcare needs to the treating team in the hospital,  may face huge barrier in effective patient-doctor communication,
delaying care and even at times reducing the quality. To circumvent these challenges, we are proposing the use of a state-of-
the-art tool, Talk2All, which can translate nearly one hundred international languages (and even sign language) in real time.
The tool is an easy to download app and highly user friendly. It builds on machine learning principles to decode different
languages in real time. We suggest that the use of Talk2All will tremendously enhance communication in the hospital setting,
effectively  breaking the  language barrier.  We propose  that  vigorous  incorporation  of  Talk2All  shall  overcome practical
challenges in international medical and surgical tourism.
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