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Abstract : In this study, we investigate does weather variation determine temporary labour migration using 210 sample
households from six Semi-Arid Tropic (SAT) villages for the period of 2005-2014 in India. The study has made an attempt to
examine how households use temporary labour migration as a coping mechanism to minimise the risk rather than maximize the
utility of the households. The study employs panel Logit regression model to predict the probability of household having at
least one temporary labour migrant. As per as econometrics result, it is found that along with demographic and socioeconomic
factors; weather variation plays an important role to determine the decision of migration at household level. In order to capture
the weather variation, the study uses mean crop yield deviation over the study periods. Based on the random effect logit
regression result, the study found that there is a concave relationship between weather variation and decision of temporary
labour migration. This argument supports the theory of New Economics of Labour Migration (NELM), which highlights the
decision of labour migration not only maximise the households’ utility but it helps to minimise the risks.
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