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Abstract : The potential role of higher education institutes in sustainable development cannot be undermined. In this regard, it
is  important  to  investigate  the  established  concept  of  sustainability  in  such  institutes  to  explore  the  room for  further
improvement. In this paper, a case study of the University of Melbourne is conducted, and the institute’s commitments towards
sustainability are examined by a detailed qualitative review of its policy and design standard documents. These documents are
reviewed as through these; the institute portrays its vision of building environment facilities, which it aspires to procure and
use. From detailed review, it is realized that these documents are updated at different times, creating the potential for
mismatch between them. The occurrence of different goals and objectives in different documents is highlighted, and the
interrelationships  between  different  goals  and  operational  objectives  are  explored.  The  role  of  the  university  aspired
goals/objectives in terms of  built  environment sustainability  is  discussed,  and the gaps in the articulation of  goals  and
operational objectives are highlighted. Recommendations are provided for enhancing the built environment sustainability at
the University of Melbourne.
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