
ISIS Women Recruitment in Spain and De-Radicalization Programs in
Prisons

Authors : Inmaculada Yuste Martinez
Abstract : Since July 5, 2014, Abubaker al Bagdadi, leader of the Islamic State since 2010 climbed the pulpit of the Great
Mosque of Al Nuri of Mosul and proclaimed the Caliphate, the number of fighters who have travelled to Syria to join the
Caliphate has increased as never before. Although it is true that the phenomenon of foreign fighters is not a new phenomenon,
as it occurred after the Spanish Civil War, Republicans from Ireland and the conflict of the Balkans among others, it is highly
relevant the fact that in this case, it has reached figures unknown in Europe until now. The approval of the resolution 2178
(2014) of the Security Council, foreign terrorist fighters placed the subject a priority position on the International agenda. The
available data allow us to affirm that women have increasingly assumed operative functions in jihadist terrorism and in the
activities linked to it in the development of attacks in the European Union, including minors and young adults. In the case of
Spain, one in four of the detainees in 2016 were women, a significant increase compared to 2015. This contrasts with the fact
that until 2014 no woman had been prosecuted in Spain for terrorist activities of a jihadist nature. It is fundamental when we
talk about the prevention of radicalization and counterterrorism that we do not underestimate the potential threat to the
security of countries like Spain that women from the West can assume to the global jihadist movement. This work aims to
deepen the radicalization processes of these women and their profiles influencing the female inmate population. It also wants
to focus on the importance of creating de-radicalization programs for these inmates since women are a crucial element in
radicalization processes. A special focus it is made on young radicalized female inmate population as this target group is the
most recoverable and on which it would result more fruitful to intervene. De-radicalization programs must also be designed to
fit their profiles and circumstances; a sensitive environment will be prisons and juvenile centers, areas that until now had been
unrelated to this problem and which are already hosting the first convicted in judicial offices in Spanish territory. A qualitative
research and an empirical and analytical method has been implemented in this work, focused on the cases that took place in
Spain of young women and the imaginary that the Islamic State uses for the processes of radicalization for this target group
and how it does not fit with their real role in the Jihad, as opposed to other movements in which women do have a real and
active role in the armed conflict as YPJ do it as a part of the armed wing of the Democratic Union Party of Syria.
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