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Abstract : A common phenomenon between the rise of leaders like Mussolini and Adolf Hitler in the 20th century is their
'charisma'. They possessed the ability to seduce the crowd not just by the things they said but also by the way they said it.
Aristotle defined rhetoric as an art of persuasion and reasoning which is how social scientists understand the concept. Political
rhetoric in a modern democracy has several complexities including the huge number of speakers, quantity of information,
diverse viewpoints, number of candidates and the impact of digital age. Politics in India since the seventies have been 'visibly
dominated' by uses of rhetorical language and with a number of slogans. This idea of how language can steer an individual to
establish or adopt a certain viewpoint has not been a focus of study in the Indian discourse. In a linguistically diverse region
such as India, the idea of political rhetoric is vast and may not be accomplished in a year. There are in-depth studies by
western thinkers on European or American political rhetoric unlike their Asian counterparts such as China, India or any of the
Pacific nations. India saw an integration of states based on languages. Keeping this idea in mind, this paper aims to cover one
political party that rose to its prominence over five decades and most significantly known for its conservative expression:
Shivsena. Shivsena’s rise during the eighties and eventually establishing their government in the nineties are two fascinating
periods to focus especially with a simultaneous rise of Bombay underworld, Babri demolition and major economic policy
changes in the form of liberalisation (1991) and globalization (1995). This project attempts to study this with a two-fold
methodology: literature review and fieldwork. There is an immense literature on Shivsena by both its admirers and critiques,
contributing to both sides of the debate. Scholars have been writing about this party over these years and have keenly
observed its growing popularity amongst the masses. There is just one intention behind this project, and it is to connect and
analyse the vast, dispersed literature that is available and contribute to a field that has not been adequately analysed in the
academic discourse.
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