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Abstract : This paper traces the waste produced by the textile industry and evaluates the need for this waste to be reused or
repurposed. From ancient times the textile industry has been a prominent part of all the economies of the world. It is famous
for traditional as well as mill made fabrics. However the beauty and utility radiated by the textiles are juxtaposed by the piling
amount of waste that the whole life cycle of a textile production and disposal entails. Waste happens in stages in a textile life
cycle. It can be broadly categorised as pre-consumer and post-consumer waste. This research suggests suitable processes and
techniques for channelizing post-industrial waste. It explores the scope of textile waste as a raw material for innovation and
design. It discusses the role of designers in using waste to create useful and appealing designs. The paper examines the need
of designers to create novel ideas to reuse textiles. This paper is based on secondary research. Most of the information used is
taken from books and journals. The DEFRA report 2009 is also consulted for comprehensive data on textile waste percentage.
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