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Abstract : Choosing where to live is an important decision for anybody, however, this decision is more complex if you are an
adult with intellectual disability. Our research asked adults with intellectual disability, parents and carers and disability,
housing and built environment decision makers what they considered important in deciding where to live. If medical advances
continue to improve the longevity of adults with intellectual disability, many of these adults will outlive their parents. With
appropriate community support, and in appropriately designed neighbourhoods, many will be able to live independently. Our
research suggests that the key to achieving independent living as an adult with intellectual disability is not so much about the
house but the type of neighbourhood and its design. This paper presents the results of interviews and details a practical
approach which will better inform urban development decision-makers in establishing safe, inclusive and accessible
neighbourhood design.
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