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Abstract : The ever-increasing quantity and variety of domestic solid waste pose a major challenge to both households as well
as to municipal authorities. In keeping with the Indian Prime Minister’s mission of Swachh Bharat (Clean India), the local
municipal administration distributed 2 buckets to each household in a residential colony in Manipal (an educational town in
southern India). Households were instructed to segregate their waste into wet and dry waste and keep these buckets at their
gate for daily collection. This paper captures the knowledge, attitude, and behavior of 145 households along with the
challenges they face in segregating their wastes. Survey representatives self-administered a questionnaire based on 107
variables that gathered demographic details, attitude and behavior constructs, knowledge about waste segregation and method
of disposal for organic, recyclable and hazardous wastes. The study used descriptive tools to explore the data. While 95% of the
respondents preferred good segregation practices, only 86% of them exhibited such behavior. 88% of the families observed had
members who were either graduates or post-graduates whereas only 37% of the families had women who were working. In
both attitude and behavior, 63% of the households did not have working women. Also, among those who practiced segregation,
7% were observed to not practice segregation in spite of the lady member being at home (The authors of this study in no way
intend to name women as responsible for waste segregation at home; this thought is based on the fact that while in
conversation with households, all respondents opined that women lead this activity). The findings of the study are intended to
add value to the existing perceptions of the municipality regarding citizen behavior towards policy
implementation/improvement. India as a country faces roadblocks at many levels of policy implementation. The findings of this
study are meant to contribute/clarify about the Clean India drive.
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