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Abstract : This article analyzes the international relations of sub-State governments (IRSSG) in Mexico. It aims to answer five
questions: 1) What explains the recent and dramatic increase in their international activities? 2) What is the impact of
federalism on the foreign affairs of the federal units? 3) What are the levels or degrees of IRSSG and how have they changed
over the last years? 4) How do Mexican federal units institutionalize their international activities? 5) What are the perceptions
and capacities of the federal units in their internationalization process? The first section argues that the growth in the IRSSG is
generated by growing interdependence and globalization in the international system, and democratization, decentralization
and structural reform in the national arena. The second section sustains that the renewed Mexican federalism has generated
the incentives for SSG to participate more intensively in international affairs. The third section defends that there is a wide
variation in their degree of international participation, which is measured in three moments in time (2004 2009 and 2014), and
explains how this activity has changed in the last decade. The fourth section studies the institutionalization of the IRSSG in
Mexico through the analysis of Inter-Institutional Agreements (IIA). Finally, the last section concentrates in explaining the
perceptions and capacities of Mexican sub-State governments to conduct international relations.
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