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Abstract : The wellbeing and educational success of high ability students are interrelated concepts with each potentially
hindering or enhancing the other. A student’s well-being and educational success are also influenced by intrapersonal and
interpersonal factors. This presentation begins with an exploration of the literature pertinent to the wellbeing and educational
success of this cohort before an ecological perspective is taken to discuss research into the impact of interactions within the
school context. While the literature consistently states that interactions exchanged between high ability students and school
community members impact the students’ wellbeing or educational success, no consensus has been reached about whether the
impact is positive or negative. Findings from the review shared in this presentation inform an interpretative phenomenological
study involving senior secondary students enrolled in inclusive Australian schools to highlight, from the students’ perspective,
the ways school-based interactions impact their wellbeing or educational success.
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