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Abstract : This work reports on a genre based study of lectures at a University in Brunei, Universiti Teknologi Brunei to
explore the communicative functions and to gain insight into the discourse. It explores these in three different domains; Social
Science, Engineering and Computing. Audio recordings from four lecturers comprising 20 lectures were transcribed and
analysed, with the duration of each lecture varying between 20 to 90 minutes. This qualitative study found similar patterns and
functions of lectures as those found in existing research amongst which include greetings, housekeeping, or recapping of
previous lectures in the lecture introductions. In the lecture content, comprehension check and use of examples or analogies
are very prevalent. However, the use of examples largely depend on the lecture content; and the more technical the content,
the harder  it  was for  lecturers  to  provide examples  or  analogies.  Three functional  moves are  identified in  the lecture
conclusions; announcement, summary and future plan, all of which are optional. Despite the relatively small sample size, the
present study shows that lectures are interactive and there are some consistencies with the delivery of lecture in relation to the
communicative functions and genre of lecture.
Keywords : communicative functions, genre analysis, higher education, lectures
Conference Title : ICETE 2018 : International Conference on Education, Teaching and E-learning
Conference Location : Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Conference Dates : February 12-13, 2018

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Educational and Pedagogical Sciences

Vol:12, No:02, 2018

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
du

ca
tio

na
l a

nd
 P

ed
ag

og
ic

al
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

2,
 N

o:
02

, 2
01

8 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/8

42
95

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 12(02) 2018 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/84295.pdf

