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Abstract : Phonological disorder is a serious and disturbing issue to many parents and teachers. Efforts towards resolving the
problem have been undermined by other specific disabilities which were hidden to many regular and special  education
teachers. It is against this background that this study was motivated to provide data on the prevalence of phonological
disorders in children with specific language impairment (CWSLI) as the first step towards critical intervention. The study was a
survey of 15 CWSLI from St. Louise Inclusive schools, Ikot Ekpene in Akwa Ibom State of Nigeria. Phonological Processes
Diagnostic Scale (PPDS) with 17 short sentences, which cut across the five phonological processes that were examined, were
validated by experts in test measurement, phonology and special education. The respondents were made to read the sentences
with emphasis on the targeted sounds. Their utterances were recorded and analyzed in the language laboratory using Praat
Software. Data were also collected through friendly interactions at different times from the clients. The theory of generative
phonology was adopted for the descriptive analysis of the phonological processes. Data collected were analyzed using simple
percentage and composite bar chart for better understanding of the result. The study found out that CWSLI exhibited the five
phonological processes under investigation. It was revealed that 66.7%, 80%, 73.3%, 80%, and 86.7% of the respondents have
severe deficit in fricative stopping, velar fronting, liquid gliding, final consonant deletion and cluster reduction, respectively. It
was therefore recommended that  a  nationwide survey should be carried out  to  have national  statistics  of  CWSLI with
phonological deficits and develop intervention strategies for effective therapy to remediate the disorder.
Keywords : language disorders, phonology, phonological processes, specific language impairment
Conference Title : ICCLP 2018 : International Conference on Clinical Linguistics and Phonetics
Conference Location : Dubai, United Arab Emirates
Conference Dates : June 21-22, 2018

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Cognitive and Language Sciences

Vol:12, No:06, 2018

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 C
og

ni
tiv

e 
an

d 
La

ng
ua

ge
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:1

2,
 N

o:
06

, 2
01

8 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/8

42
65

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 12(06) 2018 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/84265.pdf

