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Abstract  :  The  Japan-U.S.  Teacher  Exchange  Program for  Education  for  Sustainable  Development  (ESD)  provides  an
opportunity for teachers from the United States and Japan to travel to each other’s countries in order to experience and learn
how each country is implementing efforts to educate for sustainability. By offering programs such as the Japan-U.S. Teacher
Exchange Program for Education for Sustainable Development (ESD); teachers from both countries become more aware of
what ESD school programs and curricula are being implemented in both countries. Teachers gain a greater sense of global
interconnectedness when they are given the opportunity to share in each other’s culture and life. The primary objectives of the
program are to foster a mutual exchange between the teachers in the United States and Japan, to increase an understanding of
culture and educational systems, to give teachers opportunities to collaborate on lessons and projects in areas of sustainability
and to enhance professional development opportunities for both U.S and Japanese teachers. The two areas of focus for
teachers, are food education and environmental education. Teachers from both countries collaborate and design curriculum
and projects for their students in order to help them become more aware of the importance of global sustainability. An
overview of the program and the results of an international collaborative project, encouraging local eating and forging a
cultural connection to food will be presented.
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