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Abstract :  Private Military Security Companies have grown to become a major force contributor to nations in military
operations. Scholars have debated the implications of this in relation to control and efficiency related to the privatization of
violence, but there has been little discussion on how these companies affect the profession of arms. Specifically, this paper
seeks to address how the privatization of violence influences the military’s stewardship, whether private military security
companies are capable of stewardship of the military profession, and whether there are aspects of stewardship of the military
profession that private military security companies are capable of emulating. This paper reviews literature on stewardship, the
relationship of the military to the state, and private military security companies in order to identify overlap between uniformed
military services and the private sector. Then, it offers a typology for determining under what conditions an organization would
act as a steward. Ultimately, there are insufficient reasons for private military security companies to act as stewards of the
profession of arms.
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