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Abstract : This article presents the findings of a qualitative study into parenting practices in families of Pakistani origin in the
North of England. It focuses on the involvement of fathers in childrearing within the Pakistani community. Data was generated
from thirty parents’ in-depth interviews and ethnographic observation of parent-child relationships. The data was analyzed by
an initial coding, identifying themes, a grouping of patterns, and arriving at a meaningful understanding. The study shows that
the traditional role of fathers as breadwinners, providing discipline and protection, was still prominent in most of the Pakistani
families who took part in the study. However, few men were becoming pragmatic and would engage in more childrearing
chores, as their wives. The findings indicate that previous general portrayal of fatherhood as the primary, and sometimes, only,
breadwinner is changing to encompass a lot more in Pakistani communities. Nowadays, some fathers are more involved in
caregiving and are increasingly become co-contributors in the development of their children. However, the change is slower in
some families than others and varied within this community.
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