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Abstract : The Tirana - Elbasan Road project is the most important highway project in Albania, constructed in the period May
2011 - ongoing. This project included construction of 38 km highway category road including 2.6 km of tunnel. It serves as a
corridor connecting the Tirana, Capital of Albania and South-East area, and in the near future it is expected to continue in the
direction of Macedonian border. Environmental Impact Assesment procedure for this project is provided by the Albanian
Environmental Law No. 10431. This law establishes the regulation of procedures for identifying, assessment and reporting on
the effects of certain projects on the environment, and the associated administrative procedures, during the decision-making
process by the Ministry of Environment and Tourism for issuing environmental permit, and ensures that all relevant
information concerning the environment are provided and considered. Due to the nature and size of the project, during the
environmental impact assessment process, the European Union legislation, namely the EIA Directive 85/337 / EEC is
considered. Moreover, in some cases, due to the lack of national standards and practical guidelines, when necessary those of
EU member countries are considered. This paper presents an analysis of the EIA procedure followed on ‘Tirana - Elbasan’
Road project, with a focus on the application of the main stages of the procedure such as: screening, scoping, review, the EIA
report; and consideration of alternatives, measures for impact prevention and reduction, and the public hearing T/discussion.
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