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Abstract : Purpose: Our study aimed to validate single item presenteeism question (SIPQ) into the Persian language for
patients with low back pain. Background information: low back pain is a common health problem, and it is one of the most
prevalent disorder in working people. There are the different subjective way to evaluate the effect of back pain on work
productivity that one of them is by implementing single item presenteeism question. This question has not been validated into
the Persian language. Method: Patients were asked to answer SIPQ and pain from 0 to 10 according to numerical rating scale
(NRS). The functional rating index was administrated to evaluate construct validity.  For test-retest reliability,  almost 50
patients re-completed the Persian SIPQ. The construct validity of SIPQ was assessed by analyzing Spearman rank correlation
between this question and the Persian version of Functional rating index questionnaire. To analyze test-retest reliability, we
assessed intraclass correlation coefficient (agreement) (ICC agreement) (two-way random effects model, single measure).
Results: The SIPQ score of two groups of patients (84 males, 16 females, mean age ±SD: 33.85±11.16 years, range: 19-67
years) and healthy subjects (48 male, 2 female ones, mean age ±SD: 24.24 ±8.07 years) was statistically significant. (Mann-
Whitney U =198.00, P<.001). The Spearman correlation of data showed that there is a significant correlation between Persian
SIPQ score and Persian FRI band (r= .559, P<.001). The ICC was .62. So, the analysis indicated good, test-retest reliability.
Conclusion: This study showed that Persian version of SIPQ is reliable and valid when applied to back pain patients.
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