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Abstract : Recently a number of food safety scandals have been on the news. In view of the fact that in Taiwan the majority of
undergraduate college students reside in the dorms and dine out, the problem of restaurant sanitation is of utmost importance
in their lives. The purpose of this study is to analyze students' dining habit and their perception of food safety. Four universities
in the city of Tainan were randomly selected, and from each selected university a class was then chosen to receive 50
questionnaires. The total of 200 questionnaires yielded 144 usable returns. Students were asked to respond to questions, and
each question was graded on a scale from 1 to 5 according to the importance. There were 32 questions ranging over various
aspects: cleanliness of surroundings, washroom, food sanitation, serving temperature, kitchen sanitation, and service personnel
cleanliness. It is found that the food sanitation received the highest score, while the service personnel ranked the lowest. An
incidental finding is that the students tend to dine out in groups and as such their choice of restaurants are mostly dictated by
consensus.
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