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Abstract : Inequality has been considered as a core issue in public policy. Korea is categorized into one of the countries in the
high level of inequality, which matters to not only current but also future generations. The relationship between individuals'
origin and destination has an implication of intergenerational inequality. The previous work on this was mostly conducted at
macro level using panel data to our knowledge. However, in this level, there is no room to track down what happened during
the time between origin and destination. Individuals' origin is represented by their parents' socio-economic status, and in the
same way, destination is translated into their own socio-economic status. The first research question is that how origin is
related to the destination. Certainly, destination is highly affected by origin. In this view, people's destination is already set to
be more or less than a reproduction of previous generations. However, educational achievement is widely believed as an
independent factor from the origin. From this point of view, there is a possibility to change the path given by parents by
educational attainment. Hence, the second research question would be that how education is related to destination and also,
which factor is more influential to destination between origin and education. Also, the focus lies in the mediation of education
between origin and destination, which would be the third research question. Socio-economic status in this study is referring to
class as a sociological term, as well as wealth including labor and capital income, as an economic term. The combination of
class and wealth would be expected to give more accurate picture about the hierarchy in a society. In some cases of non-
manual and professional occupations, even though they are categorized into relatively high class, their income is much lower
than those who in the same class. Moreover, it is one way to overcome the limitation of the retrospective view during survey.
Education is measured as an absolute term, the years of schooling, and also as a relative term, the rank of school. Moreover, all
respondents were asked the effort scaled by time intensity, self-motivation, before and during the course of their college based
on a standard questionnaire academic achieved model provides. This research is based on a survey at an individual level. The
target for sampling is an individual who has a job, regardless of gender, including income-earners and self-employed people
and aged between thirties and forties because this age group is considered to reach the stage of job stability. In most cases, the
researcher met respondents person to person visiting their work place or home and had a chance to interview some of them.
One hundred forty individual data collected from May to August in 2017. It will be analyzed by multiple regression (Q1, Q2)
and structural equation modeling (Q3).
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