
Original and the Translated: A Comparative Evaluation of Native and Non-
Native English Translations of Faiz

Authors : Anam Nawaz
Abstract : The present study is an attempt to compare the translations of Faiz’s poetry made by native and non-native
translators, to determine the role of the translator in terms of preserving the cultural ethos of the original text. Peter Newmark
and Katharine Reiss’s approaches to translation criticism have been used to provide a theoretical framework for the study. This
study also emphasizes those cultural and semantic aspects of the original which are translated more convincingly by a native
translator,  and contrasting those features which the non-natives can tackle more ably.  The research also highlights the
linguistic sockets, ignored by the interpreters in the translation process. The analysis showed that both native and non-native
translators have made an admirable effort to stay as close to the original as possible. The natives with their advantage of
belonging to the same culture have excelled in preserving the original subject matter, whereas the non-native renderings have
been presented in a much rhythmic and poetic manner with an excellent choice of words. Though none of the four translators
has been successfully able to recreate Faiz’s magic, however V. G. Kiernan and Sarvat Rahman’s translations can be regarded
as the closest to the original. Whereas V. G. Kiernan with his outstanding command over English mesmerizes the readers,
Sarvat Rahman’s profound understanding of cultural ties helps establish her translations as a brilliant example of faithful re-
renderings.
Keywords : comparative translations, linguistic and cultural constraints, native translators, non-native translators, poetry and
translation, Faiz Ahmad Faiz
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