World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Educational and Pedagogical Sciences
Vol:12, No:08, 2018

Recognition of Spelling Problems during the Text in Progress: A Case Study
on the Comments Made by Portuguese Students Newly Literate

Authors : E. Calil, L. A. Pereira

Abstract : The acquisition of orthography is a complex process, involving both lexical and grammatical questions. This
learning occurs simultaneously with the domain of multiple textual aspects (e.g.: graphs, punctuation, etc.). However, most of
the research on orthographic acquisition focus on this acquisition from an autonomous point of view, separated from the
process of textual production. This means that their object of analysis is the production of words selected by the researcher or
the requested sentences in an experimental and controlled setting. In addition, the analysis of the Spelling Problems (SP) are
identified by the researcher on the sheet of paper. Considering the perspective of Textual Genetics, from an enunciative
approach, this study will discuss the SPs recognized by dyads of newly literate students, while they are writing a text
collaboratively. Six proposals of textual production were registered, requested by a 2nd year teacher of a Portuguese Primary
School between January and March 2015. In our case study we discuss the SPs recognized by the dyad B and L (7 years old).
We adopted as a methodological tool the Ramos System audiovisual record. This system allows real-time capture of the text in
process and of the face-to-face dialogue between both students and their teacher, and also captures the body movements and
facial expressions of the participants during textual production proposals in the classroom. In these ecological conditions of
multimodal registration of collaborative writing, we could identify the emergence of SP in two dimensions: i. In the product
(finished text): SP identification without recursive graphic marks (without erasures) and the identification of SPs with erasures,
indicating the recognition of SP by the student; ii. In the process (text in progress): identification of comments made by
students about recognized SPs. Given this, we’'ve analyzed the comments on identified SPs during the text in progress. These
comments characterize a type of reformulation referred to as Commented Oral Erasure (COE). The COE has two enunciative
forms: Simple Comment (SC) such as ' 'X' is written with 'Y' '; or Unfolded Comment (UC), such as ' 'X' is written with 'Y"
because...". The spelling COE may also occur before or during the SP (Early Spelling Recognition - ESR) or after the SP has
been entered (Later Spelling Recognition - LSR). There were 631 words entered in the 6 stories written by the B-L dyad, 145 of
them containing some type of SP. During the text in progress, the students recognized orally 174 SP, 46 of which were
identified in advance (ESRs) and 128 were identified later (LSPs). If we consider that the 88 erasure SPs in the product
indicate some form of SP recognition, we can observe that there were twice as many SPs recognized orally. The ESR was
characterized by SC when students asked their colleague or teacher how to spell a given word. The LSR presented
predominantly UC, verbalizing meta-orthographic arguments, mostly made by L. These results indicate that writing in dyad is
an important didactic strategy for the promotion of metalinguistic reflection, favoring the learning of spelling.
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