World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences
Vol:12, No:10, 2018

The Relation between Subtitling and General Translation from a Didactic
Perspective

Authors : Sonia Gonzalez Cruz

Abstract : Subtitling activities allow for acquiring and developing certain translation skills, and they also have a great impact
on the students' motivation. Active subtitling is a relatively recent activity that has generated a lot of interest particularly in the
field of second-language acquisition, but it is also present within both the didactics of general translation and language
teaching for translators. It is interesting to analyze the level of inclusion of these new resources into the existent curricula and
observe to what extent these different teaching methods are being used in the translation classroom. Although subtitling has
already become an independent discipline of study and it is considered to be a type of translation on its own, it is necessary to
do further research on the different didactic varieties that this type of audiovisual translation offers. Therefore, this project is
framed within the field of the didactics of translation, and it focuses on the relationship between the didactics of general
translation and active subtitling as a didactic tool. Its main objective is to analyze the inclusion of interlinguistic active
subtitling in general translation curricula at different universities. As it has been observed so far, the analyzed curricula do not
make any type of reference to the use of this didactic tool in general translation classrooms. However, they do register the
inclusion of other audiovisual activities such as dubbing, script translation or video watching, among others. By means of
online questionnaires and interviews, the main goal is to confirm the results obtained after the observation of the curricula and
find out to what extent subtitling has actually been included into general translation classrooms.
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