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Abstract : Background: Rabies is a highly fatal viral disease of all warm-blooded animals including human globally. However,
effective rabies control program still remains to be a reality and needs to be strengthened. Objective: Reviewing of recorded
data and analyzing it to generate information on the status of rabies in Addis Ababa in the year 2012/13. Methods: A
retrospective data were used from the Ethiopian Public Health Institute rabies case record book registered in the year
2012/13. Results: Among 1357 suspected rabid animals clinically examined; only 8.84% were positive for rabies. Out of 216
animal brains investigated in the laboratory with Fluorescent Antibody Technique, 55.5% were confirmed rabies positive.
Among the laboratory confirmed positive rabies cases, high percentage of the animals came from Yeka (20%) and lower
number from Kirkos subcity (3.3%). Out of 1149 humans who came to the institute seeking anti-rabies post-exposure
prophylaxis, 85.65% and 7.87% of them were exposed to suspected dogs and cats respectively. 3 human deaths due to rabies
were reported in the year after exposure to dog bite of unknown vaccination status. Conclusion: The principal vector of rabies
in Addis Ababa is dog. Effective rabies management and control based on confirmed cases and mass-immunization and control
of stray dog populations is recommended.
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