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Abstract : Objective: This study aims to investigate selective attention in the process of mourning, as a normal reaction to loss.
Method: In order to develop this research, we used a systematic bibliographic review, following the process of investigation,
cataloging, careful evaluation and synthesis of the documentation, associated with the method of thanatological hemenutics
proposed by Elisabeth Kübler-Ross. Conclusion: After a significant loss, especially the death of a loved one or family member, it
is normal for the mourner, motivated by absence, to have a false perception of the presence of the deceased. This phenomenon
happens whenever the mourner is in the middle of the crowd, because his selective attention causes him to perceive physical
characteristics, tone of voice, or feel fragrance of the perfume that the deceased possessed. Details characterizing the dead are
perceived by the mourner because he seeks the presence in the absence.
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