
Operationalizing the Concept of Community Resilience through Community
Capitals Framework-Based Index

Authors : Warda Ajaz
Abstract : This study uses the ‘Community Capitals Framework’ (CCF) to develop a community resilience index that can serve
as a useful tool for measuring resilience of communities in diverse contexts and backgrounds. CCF is an important analytical
tool to assess holistic community change. This framework identifies seven major types of community capitals: natural, cultural,
human, social, political, financial and built, and claims that the communities that have been successful in supporting healthy
sustainable  community  and economic  development  have  paid  attention  to  all  these  capitals.  The  framework,  therefore,
proposes to study the community development through identification of assets in these major capitals (stock), investment in
these capitals (flow), and the interaction between these capitals. Capital based approaches have been extensively used to
assess community resilience, especially in the context of natural disasters and extreme events. Therefore, this study identifies
key indicators for estimating each of the seven capitals through an extensive literature review and then develops an index to
calculate  a  community  resilience  score.  The  CCF-based  community  resilience  index  presents  an  innovative  way  of
operationalizing  the  concept  of  community  resilience  and  will  contribute  toward  decision-relevant  research  regarding
adaptation and mitigation of community vulnerabilities to climate change-induced, as well as other adverse events.
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