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Abstract : This study explores the relationship between national spending on the Medicaid program, and total Medicaid
spending and enrollment in Montana, a state that ranks thirty-third in per capita income and thirty-seventh in median
household income in the United States. The purpose of the research is to estimate the potential effects that specific changes to
national healthcare policy would likely have on funding for the Montana Medicaid Program and enrollees in the program,
members of families in poverty whose incomes are low, even though in many cases they have steady jobs. A particular concern
is the effect on access to care for children in poverty who tend to be food insecure and, therefore, especially in need of access
to health care. The research uses data collected from a variety of government publications, including the Medicaid Financial
Management Report, the Medicaid Managed Care Enrollment Report, and the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
MSIS State Summaries for fiscal years 2000-2015. These data were examined using econometric analysis, to assess these
impacts. The evidence indicates that the changes included in recent congressional legislative initiatives would potentially leave
an additional 50,000 to 60,000 Montana residents, five to six percent of the state’s population, in poverty without access to
health care. Impacts on children in poverty would potentially be substantial.
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