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Abstract : Selymbria is an ancient maritime city, approximately 60 km west to Constantinople. Although it was a particularly
important settlement during the Byzantine period, our knowledge about its Byzantine layer is rather sketchy. On the other
hand, one of the Byzantine churches of Selymbria, namely Hagios Spyridon which had been survived until the beginning of
20th century, deserves special attention. The church is mainly known via textual and visual data from the end of 19th and the
beginning of 20th century. These documents, together with some architectural pieces which most probably were belonging to
the church, indicate that Hagios Spyridon Church was built in ‘simple domed octagon’ plan-scheme. Nothing from the building
is preserved in-situ today. However, this small church helps to fill a very important gap in the history of Middle Byzantine
architecture and occupies a notable place in the on-going discussion of the origins of ‘domed octagon’ churches of Helladic
paradigm and their link with the capital. This study aims to reexamine the now lost church of Hagios Spyridon in the context of
architectural developments of Middle Byzantine period. In the presentation, the exact location and the architecture of the
church will  be tried to be clarified using the existing documents and the publications of  previous scholars.  Some new
architectural pieces which possibly belonged to the church, will be introduced and interpretations on existing restitution
drawings will be made. The church will be architecturally compared with the oldest known example of the plan-scheme, Nea
Moni on Chios and its later local copies. The study of Hagios Spyridon Church of Selymbria, hopefully, will contribute to the
discussion of the possible influence of the capital on the plan-scheme and will help us to ask further questions about the close
relations between Constantinopolitan and provincial architecture.
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